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August 18, 2021 
 
Dear Garden City Parents, 
 
First, I’d like to thank members of our school community who have offered their input over the past 
several weeks on our district’s health and safety school opening protocols. Navigating the numerous 
recommendations provided by various governmental agencies, as well as media reports that are at 
times conflicting, has been challenging for all of us.  
 
There are differing perspectives on what our school opening protocols should be, mainly about wearing 
masks in school. As a community, however, we must take the time to listen to one another’s varying 
opinions and engage in dialogue that is thoughtful and respectful. I am hopeful that we can move 
forward with this in mind as our district continues to deal with the ongoing challenges of school opening 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  
At last night’s Board of Education meeting, the Board adopted my recommendations for the school 
opening plan for the 2021-22 school year. These recommendations centered around having all students 
in school every day and minimizing the impact of illness and quarantining on students, staff and their 
families.  From last year, we know many students missed multiple weeks of in-person instruction.  
Weighing the alternatives, knowing our students are going to be only 3 ft apart, knowing the spread 
that is occurring in other parts of the country where school has opened without masks, and taking into 
account the Nassau County Health Commissioner’s statement that COVID cases will likely spike next 
month, I recommended to our Board of Education that we start the school year with everyone wearing 
masks.  We will follow this ever-changing scenario on a weekly basis and remove masks as soon as we 
think it is prudent to do so.  We all agree that we should move as quickly as possible to remove masks.  
Mask wearing is temporary in Garden City Schools. 
 
Please know that the protocols have been adopted based on current data and school opening guidance 
from the Nassau County Department of Health, the Long Island Chapter of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, NYS Education Department, and the Center for Disease Control.  All this information is on our 
website. 
 
I know many in our community are greatly disappointed about the decision for all students and staff to 
be masked.   Again, I want to stress that the above protocols are only temporary. As we have learned in 
the last year and a half, we must be prepared for changes and remain flexible. We are excited to 
welcome students back to a “traditional” year in which they will be in their home buildings.  

Inspiring Minds 
Empowering Achievement 

Building Community 
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Highlights of our school opening plan include: 

• We will resume all activities and programs and are hopeful that we can maintain in-person 
instruction without disruptions. 

• Masks must be worn indoors by all students and staff, regardless of vaccination status. 

• Three feet of distancing will be maintained between students, where possible. 

• Masks will be required for all passengers on buses as per the NCDOH.  

• While there will be no daily health screenings, we do strongly urge students and staff to stay 
home when ill. 

• All students will be in their home buildings.  

• Other aspects of the school experience will return to their regular practices, including lunch 
periods, the use of lockers, specials, co-curricular activities, visitor policies, field trips and 
performances. 

 
Here is last night’s presentation on School Opening 2021/2022     
 
I am thrilled to be able to fully resume our regular education program and I look forward to seeing 
many of you as we watch our students excel on the field, on stage, in the classrooms and around the 
community.  
 
We remain GC Strong.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kusum 
 
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 
    

https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/1660/School%20Opening%202021-2022.pdf

